
                                 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  Like our beaches and shorelines, 

Lee County Parks & Recreation is 

always changing. In 2012 we 

brought in new Director, Dave 

Harner, and Deputy Director, Dana 

Kasler, to our Department along 

with new County Commissioners, 

Cecil Pendergrass and Larry Kiker. 

These changes give us an 

opportunity to introduce fresh 

ideas, revitalization and a healthy 

new direction!  

  2013 will be exciting. Matanzas 

Pass Preserve can look forward to 

the completion of the boardwalk 

project expanding accessibility for 

our visitors with disabilities from 

the parking lot to the Estero Bay 

overlook pavilion. We also look 

forward to the Friends efforts in 

developing a Resource Center for 

the Preserve as well as the 

expansion of the children’s 

programs. Lee County is fortunate 

to have such a supportive Friends 

group at Matanzas and we count 

our blessing to have the help and 

assistance needed to manage this 

pristine 60 acre unspoiled preserve!  

 

“If  you don’t like something change 

it; if  you can’t change it, change the 

way you think about it.”   

                               Mary Engelbriet  

 

 The Mangrove 
The  Quar t e r l y  News l e t t e r  o f  The  Fr i ends  o f  Mat anzas  Pass  Pr e serv e   

W i n t e r  2 0 1 3  

The Rattlebox 
By Vicki Little, Sr. Parks & 

Recreation Supervisor  

Beach Parks & Shorelines  

      

The Mangrove  is printed compliments  

of Lee County Parks & Recreation 

 Seeding Station Takes Shape 

  Phase 1 of the long anticipated Preserve station was 

completed last spring when volunteers installed a fresh 

water tank behind the Preserve’s maintenance shed.  

Gutters were installed to keep the water tank filled.  

  Phase 2 of the project got underway a few weeks ago.  

This involves building a sun shade to protect newly 

growing plants from the Florida sun and required the 

construction of an 8’ x 8’ x 8’ cube that will be covered 

by a special sun shade. A small team of volunteers 

consisting of Chuck Schmidt, Tim Murphy, Chef Dan 

Andre and Jim Rodwell  set out to Home Depot where 

they succeeded in obtaining a donation of the necessary 

lumber for the project. Many thanks to Home Depot.   

  On the first workday in December, the team began to 

assemble the structure by digging holes for the columns 

using Chef Andre’s posthole digger. Thanks Dan. In the 

space of two and a half hours the  structure was all but 

finished. Aside from some additional reinforcing of the 

columns that support the structure it is all but done.  

Phase 2 of the project will be completed when the 

special ordered sun shade arrives from South Caroline. 

The project should be completed before Christmas.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

          

Find us at Facebook      
or Visit Our Website at:  
friendsofmatanzaspasspreserve.org  

Need to contact us?  
Call Dorothy Rodwell 

 at 851-7166  

          
Our Board 

Tom Myers, President 
Roxanne Smith, V.P. 

Lois Gressman, Treasurer 
James Rodwell, Fiscal Officer 

 
 

 

Secretary 
Amy Jane Mellott 

  

Directors 
Ann  Alsop 
Dan Andre 

Tim Murphy 
Roger Johnson 

Dorothy Rodwell 
Chuck Schmidt 
Betty Simpson 

Julie Schwab 
 

The Mangrove Editors  

Dorothy Rodwell 

 Laurie Nienhaus 

  

Articles, pictures, and  
questions for inclusion in The 

Mangrove should be sent to our 
P.O. Box 6561 

Fort Myers Beach, FL 
33931 

 or emailed to either: 

drodwell@embarqmail.com or 
editor@glily.com 

  

Our Mission Statement  
The Friends are dedicated to the 

preservation, protection and 
enhancement of the natural and 
fragile beauty of the Preserve, to 

create a legacy for future  
generations. 

 

Professor Mangrove’s Corner  
Dear Professor Mangrove, 

In the last issue you wrote about the Black 

Mangrove Forest. Just what are Mangroves? 

  Botanically, there is no such thing as a 

mangrove. Rather, it’s a category of trees 

having common adaptations permitting 

them to survive in highly saline swamps.   

  In Florida we have three species of mangroves - the White 

Mangrove (Languncularia racemosa), the Black Mangrove 

(Avicennia germinans) and the Red Mangrove (rhizophora 

mangle). All three reside in the Preserve’s tidal swamps and 

Black Mangrove forest.  

There are five particularly important  common adaptations:   

1. The ability to support themselves in a wet and weak substrate 

thanks to radial and/or prop roots providing needed support;  

2. Breathing oxygen in an inundated soil low in oxygen via 

microscopic lenticels in their bark or through aerial roots called 

pneumataphores; 

3. Limiting salts by the impermeable roots blocking sodium 

salts and by specialized glands on the back of the leaves;  

4. Restricting water loss by the leaves;  

5. Using appendages called propagules to secure the off spring 

embryos in seeds, acorns, and nuts - that would not survive in 

salt water.    

Although these trees have common adaptations, each species 

accomplishes their adaptation differently. And, even though 

there is commonalty for survival, none of these three species are 

related even at the family level.  

Thanks to all who donated to purchase the Peace Pole! Your 

response was quick as all of the needed funds were raised within 

a few weeks. What a great beginning to our adventure with this 

addition to the Preserve! 

  The Peace Pole debuted at the 

Wine Dinner and will soon be 

planted near the entrance of the 

Preserve with a short ceremony to 

mark the occasion. 

  Stay tuned for details of events 

to mark the passing of the 

season’s at the Peace Pole.                                                                         

Peace Pole UPDATE 



Air potato beetle 
(Lilioceris cheni) 

  Hopefully we’ll see 

these beautiful 

beetles on leaves of 

the air potato plants 

in Matanzas Pass 

Preserve by spring. 

Two post 

Doctorates, Ellen 

Lake, Ph.D. Research Entomologist, and 

Melissa Smith, Ph.D. Research Ecologist,*  

believe our Preserve to be a good west coast 

Florida site in which to release the air potato 

beetle in the spring.  A spring release would 

correspond with the plants coming out of their 

winter die back — now evident in the 

preserve.      

  Biologic controls are not released into an 

area until lengthy studies have been 

completed to insure the bug will only eat the 

designated plant. Criteria for the research 

includes an air potato infestation occurring in 

an area with: 

... at least a remnant of a native plant 

community, 

...easy access, 

...more than an edge infestation, 

...no plans for spraying herbicide for at least a 

year. 

  However you look at it, the good and the bad, 

we meet all the criteria.  

  Releasing the air potato beetle, affectionately 

called Lilly by the scientists, will afford the 

Preserve an effective biological control agent to 

fight the invasive air potato that displaces 

native plants and disrupts ecological 

functions. The beetle has been found to 

defoliate the plant so it can no longer produce 

food, causing it to die back.     

  We’ll keep you updated! Maybe come spring 

we’ll have a release party! 

 

Terry Cain 

Land Stewardship Coordinator 

Lee County Parks & Recreation 

The Colloquium   

  Florida Gulf Coast University continues to use 

the Preserve as its outdoor class room for The 

Colloquium, a class all FGCU students must 

take regardless of their major.  The Colloquium  

consists of different subjects relating to the 

area the students are now living in, Lee 

County. Field trips are taken to different 

county sites where students learn about the 

history, environment and economy of Lee 

County.  Twenty five classes and an estimated 

775 students visited the Preserve through The 

Colloquium this fall semester.  

 

DiD You know… 

  Between classes offered by the Friends of 

Matanzas Pass Preserve and the Historic 

Cottage, 1021 students visited the Preserve 

from August to November 2012! Offering 

environmental education to this amount of 

students takes much planning, time and 

energy.  These programs would not take place 

without volunteers and their dedication to 

education and getting it right. Many thanks to 

all who participated! 

 

Shrimp Festival Shovel Brigade...                 

  We’re planning to again be in the Shrimp 

Festival Parade and our “Shovel Brigade” may 

even add some precision marching and music. 

Volunteers are needed. No experience or talent 

is necessary but a willingness to be frivolous is 

a desirable attribute. 

Are you enjoying the Mangrove? 

  We certainly hope so! In order to be more 

green, we’ll be offering an email version of The 

Mangrove to those with email addresses 

beginning in January. 

  If  we don’t have your email, please send it to 

Nick Melancon at nmelancon@leegov.com.  

  If  you wish a mailed copy, contact Dorothy at 

239-851-7166.  



FGCU Eco-Action Group 

Thank you!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out this website to learn more:  https://fgcu.collegiatelink.net/organization/eco-action 

 

 

Update on building plans 

 

In November the following  

students joined us in the Preserve: 

Brian Weinstein, Logan McDonald, 

Kelly Ussia, Dianna Loescher, 

Sheridan Castor, David Hammaker, 

and Bryan Hall 

   

  Tentative plans are for a prefab 

37x10 building to be installed on a 

wooden platform — complete with 

storage, bathroom, community 

room, a shaded porch and ADA 

access. The  Board has set aside 

$10,000 toward this building 

project.  Fund raising options are 

being considered.  If you wish to 

help, contact anyone on the board. 

“Invasive species  

removal is fun 

and rewarding!”   

Kelly Ussia 

“Participating in 

invasive species 

removal is rewarding 

and allows us to help 

the native species 

thrive.  It’s beautiful 

here.”  

Dianna Loescher 

“I first learned about the 

invasive species problem 

through Terry Cain. 

Since then Eco-Action 

has been involved in 

invasive species removal.  

After three years it is still 

one of our favorite 

activities!  We love 

Matanzas Pass Preserve!” 

Logan McDonald 

More on Peace Poles 

  The Peace Pole derives from the Peace Pole Project 

founded in Japan in 1955 by Masahisa Goi.  The goal 

was to spread the message “May Peace Prevail on 

Earth” in response to the bombings on Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki.  Since then Peace Poles have been planted 

in 180 countries. 

   Locally you may visit them at Lakes Park, Manatee 

Park, Matanzas Pass Preserve, and Rutenberg Park. 

Each location has its own beauty and we like to think 

of them as “Magic Spots” where you can clear your 

mind, become more observant and work towards 

achieving inner peace. 

   At Matanzas Pass Preserve a seasonal quiet time   

(meditation) will be held every third month, the third 

week—on Friday at 9-10 am. The Eco-Café will be 

held the next day at 7:30 pm at Rutenberg Park.  

  To locate more Peace Poles go to 

www.waymarking.com. 



3rd annual wine dinner — a special evening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You to Our Sponsors! 

Mango Street Inn, Salty Dog Gifts and Gallery 

Chapel by the Sea, Terra Nostra, South Beach, Flying Fish 

Left to Right: 

Cheri Walters 

Carla Pine 

Tree Andre 

Dorothy Rodwell 

Nicole Bennett 

Left: Larry Kiker 

Center: Mark List, Chef Dan 

Andre, &  Tim Murphy 

Right: Kelly Reynolds, Paula 

Kiker &  Vivian Stewart 

Left: Kathy Durrett  

& Bob Conidaris 

Center: Terry & Larry Wood 

Right: Roger Johnson, Carla 

Mandel & Kathy Johnson 



Earth Ed Says:  even Adults need magic spots 

  If third graders can “lower the veil of silence” 

and use their senses to notice life in the  

Preserve, surely adults can too! 

  There are valuable and well-researched health 

benefits to regularly clearing the mind and 

spending time absorbing the beauty and wonder 

of nature.   

  Being mindful of only what is happening in the now - inside 

and outside - takes a bit of practice. What better place to 

practice than in our Preserve at our Peace Pole!  

  One hour quiet times (meditation) will be held every third 

month, every third Friday at 9-10 a.m. Join us on March 15 th 

when we celebrate Spring. Call Dorothy Rodwell for additional 

information. 

Special Note: May Peace Prevail on Earth is represented on 

our Peace Pole in English, Spanish, French, and German.  

Friends Annual Meeting—Feb 12th 

Come and meet the New Director of Lee county 
Park & reCreation ….Dave Harner! A U.S. Navy veteran, 

Mr. Harner has served Lee County Parks and Recreation for 22 

years.  His past posts included special events and education 

coordinator, athletics supervisor and administrative 
manager. He became the department’s deputy director in 2009 

and assumed his current role as director in March, 2012.  

  Dana Kasler, our new Deputy Director will accompany Dave to 

the Friends annual meeting. Look for an in-depth interview with 

Mr. Harner in our next issue.  

 

114 Students! 

  Our Education Committee has added an optional but popular 

element to our Home Sweet Home program. While Home Sweet 

Home allows students to enjoy finding a home before lunch, 

Magic Spots allows them to explore it after lunch.    

  Bonita Springs Elementary returned this year while Tice 

Elementary attended for the first time. Our own Fort Myers 

Beach Elementary attended on December 19th and we’re 

confident in calling them our regulars. A total of 114 students 

have experienced our Earth Education programs since fall.  

  Funding buses has become an important selling point for us. 

Without the funds provided by the Fort Myers Beach Community 

Foundation and the Board of the Friends of Matanzas Pass 

Preserve, we couldn’t have accommodated these students. We are 

grateful for their support of our programs.     

  Many thanks to Linda Meeder, Kathy Light, Laurie Nienhaus, 

Jim and Dorothy Rodwell and Pat Tardiff for their work in 

making these programs so successful!   

 

our Native plant 

sale is Coming Up! 
February 16th, 9-2 p.m. 

Topps Supermarket 

   Once again our native 

plant sale will be held in 

conjunction with All Native 

Nursery.  This year the date 

is later in the year and we 

hope to have the perfect day 

to show beautiful native 

plants to all the Beach 

buyers who wish to learn 

more about which plants to 

choose. 

 

Visions of the Past 

  In cooperation with the 

Estero Island Historical 

Society and a number of 

local businesses, the 

Friends of Matanzas Pass 

Preserve will be presenting 

the 5th annual Visions of 

the Past on Saturday, 

February 2nd from 9-1. Plan 

to attend the living history 

tour of our rich island!      

  Additional volunteers are 

needed! If you’d like to 

become involved, call Vicki  

at 229.0649 or email her at 

vlittle@leegov.com. 

 

Visions of the 

Future: a new event! 

When:  Saturday, April 6 th 

Time: 10 a.m. 

Plan to be at Matanzas Pass 

Preserve to see what 

surprises are in store!! 

Stay tune for more details!  



Would You Like to Join Us? 
 

To join, complete this membership application and return along with your annual dues to:  
Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve, Inc. 

P.O. Box 6561 
Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33932 

  
Name:______________________________________________________________________________________  

Mailing address: ____________________________________________________________________________  

Phone: _________________________________________________________  

E-mail: _________________________________________________________  

  

Please call me as I’d like to learn more about volunteer opportunities! I would possibly be interested in:  

___Education    ___Preserve Workdays     ___Special Events     ___The Mangrove      

___Fundraising     ___ Friends Ambassador     ___Adopt a Tree Program 

Types of membership: Individual $10/year ____________         Life Membership $100____________  

I’d like to donate an additional amount of:___________            Total amount enclosed: __________  

Adopt a Tree 
A gift for all occasions: Births & Birthdays, 

Graduations, Anniversaries, Holidays,  

Weddings, In Memory 
 

  For a $50 contribution, you  

can adopt a tree, for a year, in 

our 60-acre Preserve on behalf  

of yourself or any other 

designated recipient. 

  The contribution includes a 

certificate of adoption (including 

the name of the tree adopted), a 

one-year membership in the 

Friends of Matanzas Pass  

Preserve and a one-year 

subscription to The Mangrove, 

the Friend’s quarterly newsletter.  The balance of  

the contribution will specifically be used by the 

Friends for enhancement and restoration projects in 

the Preserve. 

  Trees available for adoption include Live Oak, 

Gumbo Limbo, Slash Pine, and Buttonwood. 

 

Fill out the application to the right   

and send your $50 check to: 
 

Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve 

P. O. Box 6561 

Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931 

Adopt a Tree application 
Your Information — Date _______________ 

Name ……………………………………………. 

Address …………………………………………. 

City, state, zip ………………………………… 

Phone ……………………………………………. 

E-mail …………………………………………… 

 

Recipient’s Information 

  __ In memory of       __ In honor of 

Name …………………………………………….. 

Occasion ………………………………………… 

Person to  notify ………………………………. 

Address …………………………………………. 

City, state, zip …………………………………. 

Phone …………………………………………….. 

E-mail …………………………………………….. 

Check tree selected: 

Live Oak ___   Gumbo Limbo ___ 

Slash Pine ___   Buttonwood ___ 



 

 

Here’s a Peek at our fall sCHeDule 

Tuesdays: Friends Board Meeting at Bay Oaks, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.: Jan 8, Feb 12, Mar 12 

Thursdays: Matanzas Mangrove Walk 9:30  – 11 a.m.  Jan 3, Feb 7, 14, 21  28 & Mar 7, 14, 21 

4th Wednesdays: Ethnobotany Walk - 9:30 – 11 a.m.:  Feb 27, Mar 27 

Saturday: Workdays in the Preserve – 8-10 a.m.— Jan 5, 19, 26, Feb 9, 23, Mar 2, 16, 30 

 

Important Note: As Preserve work-days can change, please call Pat Gano at 745-5970 or check 

www.friendsofmatanzaspasspreserve.org to be sure a particular date has not been rescheduled.  

 

 

Meditation Destination  
New offerings to celebrate each season with meditation at our Peace Pole!  

Every 3rd month, every third Friday at 9 -10 a.m.    

Our first will be March 15, 2013  

Special Dates & Events of interest 

January: Preserve Boardwalk Closed  

2/2: Visions of the Past     2/12:  General Meeting        2/16: Plant Sale  

3/9: Shrimp Parade       3/15: Peace Pole Meditation     

3/16: Volunteer Appreciation for Beach Parks & Recreation Volunteers at Lakes Park 

4/6: Visions of the Future 

 

  

Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve  
PO Box 6561 
Fort Myers Beach, Florida 33931 


