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Join Us for Our
Annual Meeting!

A n i t a Ce r e c e d a
Mayor of Fort Myers Beach

Join us in the Community Room of the
Fort Myers Beach library on Tuesday,
January 13, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. for our
annual meeting. In addition to the
election of officers, our guest speaker
will be our mayor, Anita Cereceda. All
are welcome!

Welcome Andrew Payne
Our new Beach Volunteer Coordinator for
Lee County Parks and Recreation
Andrew Payne is a Florida
native who moved to
Southwest Florida at the
age of one. He and his wife,
Amy, have been married for
eight years and they’ve
three children under the
age of five! Andrew loves
camping, hiking, kayaking,
and pretty much anything that puts him
outdoors with his family.
He has been employed with Lee County Parks
and Recreation for two years at Wa -Ke Hatchee
Recreation Center, where he has worked as the
Teen Camp Director and Volunteer Coordinator
since early 2013.
Andrew has spent the last year shadowing
John Kiseda's work as the Beach Volunteer
Coordinator and volunteered to take the
responsibilities early this fall after John's
retirement. Andrew's goal for this year is to
help facilitate opportunities for personal growth
and relationship building while working
together with all volunteers to help preserve
and promote our beaches and shorelines.
He would like to encourage everyone to check
out the free guided walks available at Matanzas
Pass, Bowditch Point, and Bunche and to
attend some of the trainings and gatherings
coming up in 2015.
If you would like to say hello, Andrew's office
is at Wa-Ke Hatchee Recreation Center. He can
be reached by email at apayne@leegov.com or
by phone at 239-839-7919.

Many thanks to Lee County Parks and Recreation for their ongoing support for this newsletter!
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I’ve been on sabbatical for quite awhile. For the past few
years I have been working with the local chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society. I was heavily involved in
helping the chapter organize their 34 th annual conference
at FGCU last May. Initially I spent considerable time
preparing a budget for the conference.
Once the budget was completed and accepted by the
Society headquarters, I got involved organizing the field
trips held on two of the four conference days. Of the 19
conference field trips, I organized seven and it was great
fun. I met biologists, photographers, authors, foresters,
and scientists. The field trips included Corkscrew
Sanctuary, Okaloaccoohee Slough State Park, Lover’s Key,
Gator Hole, Estero Buffer State Park, Six Mile Cypress
Slough, and Hickey Creek Preserve. I lead a convoy of
cars for trips, the most memorable being to the Corkscrew
Sanctuary to visit the last remaining virgin Cypress forest
on the planet.
When the conference was over I resumed my trips to
various Preserves, such as Wild Turkey Preserve and the
Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed, to take wild
flower pictures. A few trips were made to the Bok Tower
Gardens in Lake Wales to photograph asters on the
ridges.
I’m back.

What’s Blooming

Gini Smith
Mangrove Editors
Dorothy Rodwell
Laurie Nienhaus
Webmaster
Pat McKeown
Find us on FACEBOOK or
Friendsof MatanzasPassPreserve.org
Need to contact us?
Call Dorothy Rodwell at 239-851-7166

Water Pimpernel
(Samolus ebracteatus)
This herbaceous perennial is found in the Maritime
Hammocks of the Preserve where it currently is in bloom.
The oblong, dark green basal leaves possess red veins
three to six inches long. At the stem tips are clusters of
tiny white to pinkish flowers. The flower diameter is
slightly more then 1/4 of an inch.

Wine Dinner 2014 - A Big Thank You to Dan and Tree!

Just Saying….
This year’s dinner sold out
months in advance and we hear
many of the tables want to
meet up with the same folks
next year. Wow! Be sure to get
your reservation in early.

2014 was the best wine dinner ever! In spite of the cool temps, reminiscent of 2009’s first wine
dinner, the evening was a resounding success. Thank you to each and every one of our guests
for your support of the preserve and the children’s education programs.
Many thanks to our generous sponsors: Lahaina Realty, Red Coconut R.V Park, South Beach
Grille, Caloosahatchee Tax and Financial Services, Fish Tale Marina, Mango Street Inn, Chapel
by the Sea, Sanibel Seafood, Bret and Melanie Truitt and renowned artist Jon Ferrenttino for
donating the “Grouper” for our raffle. The evening was complete thanks to Ira Wilkes who
blessed us with his soulful music.
Thank you to our volunteers for their tireless help: Laurie Nienhaus, Carla and Peter Pine,
Julie Schwab, Vickie Little, Gordon and Linda Curran, Kim Spitzer, Ray and Lee Maher, Cheri
Waters, Pat Strittholt (creator of the amazing raspberry mousse dessert) , Chris and Mike Parish,
Chuck Bodenhafer, Tim Murphy, Chuck Schmidt, Roger Johnson, Mary Rudasill, Lynn Terella,
Summer Stockton, Jim and Dorothy Rodwell.
Also, thank you to Pete and Tyler from Total Wine and Cindy from Sanibel Seafood. These folks
really went above and beyond the call of duty to assist the “friends” this year.
“Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth.” Gandhi

Playing for the Prserve!
The 2nd annual Casino Night - Jan 30, 2015
We’ve music, entertainment and bar bingo! Make plans now to attend this entertaining
night of fun and games because it’s sure to be a sellout! Enter the Texas Hold’em
Tournament, play Blackjack and Craps and cash in your chips for a chance to win tons of
raffle prizes. Admission includes food, drink tickets, gaming chips, raffle tickets, prizes and a
chance to bid on great silent auction prizes.
We’ve a new date and location and limited space so don’t wait to purchase your tickets!
Those purchasing before January 10 th receive extra gaming chips! Chips will be cashed in at
the end of the night for a chance to win amazing prizes. Play money is used for all gaming
activities and prizes will be awarded to the Tournament winners.
The ticket cost for our 2nd Annual Casino Night is $50. Purchase tickets online at:
www.FriendsofMatanzasPassPreserve.org

You can also purchase tickets or ask questions by contacting either:
Vicki Little at 239-229-0649 or Julie Schwab 239-822-2420

When: Friday, January 30, 2015
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Where: American Legion Hall, 899 Buttonwood Dr., Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931

The Texas Hold’em Tournament starting at 7pm sharp!
All proceeds will benefit the Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve Building Fund on Fort Myers
Beach. Don’t miss out on an enjoyable evening with your Friends!!

New Invasive - Portia Tree

(thespesia populnea)

If you’ve had the pleasure of paddling or boating around our
mangrove islands or walking our mangrove shorelines, you may have
seen a plant growing near the mangrove line or just above it and
thought “What is in the mangroves?” It is the Portia tree, with its
distinct heart shape leaf and lighter leaf veins. It has a round seed
pod, about the size of a peach pit, that turns brown when ready to
drop off the tree. While the flower is pretty the tree is an invasive
exotic. It spreads and reproduces rapidly, making it a threat to the natural mangrove habitat.
Portia tress have been growing in our area for some time but are now spreading to the
mangrove islands and natural areas where large specimens can be found. Last Saturday the
work crew of the Friends Of Matanzas Pass Preserve targeted this species in Unit one. Many
young plants were picked and a few larger trees were treated with herbicide. The Friends also
collected about 30 pounds of marine debris in this intertidal area. It was a great day with a lot
accomplished. If you see this tree please let me know because it is a new target species for me
to control. Brazilian pepper has been reduced and now we must work on the Portia tree.
Submitted by Terry Cain

Newest Connector Inspectors
No, that’s not us pouring
out the shrimp! But we
will be in the Fort Myers
Beach Shrimp Parade
once again on March 14,
2015. If you wish to
march with us call Roger
Johnson for details at
239-463-2862.

October 2014
Connection Inspection
&
Ed’s Diary.

SpringPeace Pole
Meditation

Twilight
by Jonah Morris
Spring Peace Pole Meditation
will be held from 9-10 am on
Friday, March 20, 2015. For
details, call Dorothy Rodwell
at 851-7166.

There is a moment, every day,
When the passing light fades
And the world gives way
To the shadow and the shades.
There is a moment, every so often,
When light and dark make peace
As the whispers of the wind soften
For hidden shadows seeking release.
There is a moment, unique and rare,
When Twilight shares her complexity,
And allows a blessed man to stare
Into the very core of humanity.

Adopt a Tree Application
Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve
Date___________

University of Georgia Returns
March 2015

Your Information
Name: _________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ___________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________
E-mail: _________________________________________

Recipient's Information
__ In memory of

__ In honor of

Name: _________________________________________
Occasion: _______________________________________
Person to notify: __________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ___________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________
E-mail: _________________________________________
Check tree selected:
Live Oak __ Gumbo Limbo __
Slash Pine -- Buttonwood __
For a $50 contribution you can adopt a tree, for a year, in
our 60 acre Preserve on behalf of yourself or any other
designated recipient.
The contribution includes a certificate of adoption
(including the name of the tree adopted), one year
membership in the Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve and
our organization's quarterly newsletter, the Mangrove.
The balance of the contribution will specifically be used by
the Friends for enhancement and restoration projects in the
Preserve.
Trees available for adoption include Live Oak, Gumbo
Limbo, Slash Pine and Buttonwood.

Once again the IMPACT program is
sending us students to work with Lee
County in Parks and Recreation. We get
these talented and strong young folks
for two days on March 10 and 11.
The goal of the
IMPACT program, which began in 1994
is explained at: http://cls.uga.edu/
students/programs/impact/index.html.
The mission of the IMPACT program is to:
Engage University of Georgia students in an affordable, week-long, substance-free,
experiential service learning project that
encourages an understanding of pressing
social issues in a significant way.
Working with the environment is just
one of 19 choices students have for
these trips. Below is what is posted at
their website regarding what students
will do here in the Fort Myers Area:
Come with us and get to know an incredible
group of people as we focus on environmental
awareness and sustainable practices in sunny
Fort Myers, Florida. We want our participants to
gain an understanding of the effect we have on
the environment while investigating the connection between the environment and the local culture. Come prepared to get dirty as we clean up
wetland trails, explore mangrove
forests and canoe through national parks!
We are honored at Matanzas Pass Preserve to
once again host the University of Georgia
students! Come and say hello if you get a
chance.
Call Dorothy Rodwell at 851-7166 for details.

Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve
Would You Like to Join Us?
To join, complete this membership application and return along with your annual dues to:
Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve, Inc.
P.O. Box 6561
Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33932
Name:_________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing address: ______________________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________________
Please call me as I’d like to learn more about volunteer opportunities!
I would possibly be interested in:
___Education ___Preserve Workdays
___Special Events
___The Mangrove
___Fundraising
___ Friends Ambassador
___Adopt a Tree Program
____
____
____
____
____
____
____

Individual
Contributing
Supporting
Associate
Sustaining
Corporate Sponsor
Patron

$20
$50
$100
$250
$500
$500
$1000

1
1,2
1,2
1,2,3

Associate, Sustaining, Corporate Sponsor and Patron levels receive certain benefits as follows:
1. Parking pass for Lee County’s 18 park facilities.
2. Individual briefing and guided tour by the Preserve’s Volunteer Facilitator.
3. Personalized Moon Adventure for Patron and 7 guests.

Seeding Station Begins New
Project
We ar e pl ea s e d t o ann o u nc e
t hat B et h W or k m an Le e
C o unt y b ot a ni st ( an d al s o at
Al l Nat iv e N ur ser y) will b e
t ea ch ing u s h o w t o b e
s uc c es sf ul wit h o ur se e di ng
pr oj e ct s. M or e d et a il s ar e
s ur e t o f o ll ow.

Visions of the Past
February 28, 2015
Join our annual guided walk to
learn about the Calusas, Spanish,
Pirates, Settlers, Koreshans, and
Pioneers that inhabited this area.
This free event has limited space
and reservations are needed. Flyers
and media releases will be sent out.
Call Dorothy Rodwell at
239-851-7166 for information.

Board Meetings at Bay Oaks
4:30-6:30 pm: 2/10,3/10

Walks and Adventure
Jan, Feb, and March
Mangrove — every Thursday
Ethnobotany — every Wed.
Full Moon — 1/04,2/03,3/05
Note: No walks on holidays

Meditation Destination
New off er ings t o celebr at e each season wit h
medit at ion at our Peace Pole!
Spr ing Celebr at ion — Mar ch 20, 2015

Dates to Remember:
Jan 13 — Annual Meeting of the Friends of
Matanzas Pass Preserve (Beach Library)
Jan 14 — Beach Volunteer Refresher Training
(Concierge, Land Stewards & Beach
Beautification) 10 am at the Bunche Beach
Activity Center.
January 30 — Casino Night at the American Legion

Workdays in the Preserve
8-10am Saturdays: 1/10,1/24
2/7, 2/21, 3/7,3/21

Feb 17 — A Time Gone By
with John Kiseda and Terry Cain
Feb 28 — Visions of the Past
March 14 — Shrimp Parade
March 21 — County Wide Volunteer Appreciation

Important Note: Those who regularly attend work days receive an email before the date. As workdays can change, please email Jim Rodwell at jrodwell@embarqmail.com with any questions.

Frie n ds of M at an za s P as s Pre se r ve

PO Box 6561
Fort Myers Beach, Florida 33931

