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The Quarterly Newsletter of The Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve

“A Time Gone By”
With John Kiseda & Terry Cain
Come and support your Board of Directors at our
Annual General Meeting! It’s a great chance to meet
other members and discuss what’ s happening in the
Friends organization.
John Kiseda, Lee County Parks & Recreation
Environmental Education Coordinator and Terry Cain,
Conservation Lands Coordinator, will share little known
facts and folklore about the Lee Island Coastline and
how your favorite Lee County parks and preserves got
their names.
When : Tuesday, January 14, 2014
Where: Fort Myers Beach Library
3rd floor Community Room
Time:
5 p.m.—General Meeting
5:30—6:45 Presentation

Vegas Night
On January 25, 2014 the Friends will
be hosting their first ever Vegas Style
Night featuring a Texas Hold’em
Tournament, Blackjack, Bar Bingo and
more. All will have a chance to win
exciting prizes, bid on Silent Auction items and enjoy
great food. All this fun takes place in the new event hall
at the Fort Myers Beach Moose Lodge. Your $40 ticket
includes a door prize, drink tickets and 300 gaming
chips.
If you’d like more information, care to pre -register or
would like to help, please contact Julie Schwab at
239-822-2420 or julie.schwab@alumni.ucsd.edu or
Vicki Little at 239-229-0649 or VLittle@leegov.com.
Join us and Play for the Preserve!
You may buy tickets online at
http://www.friendsofmatanzaspasspreserve.org

T h e M a ngr o ve is printed compliments
of Lee County Parks & Recreation

Introducing Annissa
Annisa Karim is now
the Land Stewardship
Coordinator for Lee
County Parks and
Recreation. And aren’t
we fortunate to have
such an experienced
and interesting
woman in our midst!
She received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Wildlife Ecology and
Conservation and a minor in Zoology
from the University of Florida's
Department of Wildlife Ecology and
Conservation in 1997.
Annisa moved to Naples in 1998 to
work as an intern and then full time
naturalist for The Conservancy of
Southwest Florida at the Briggs
Nature Center. In 2002, she
accepted a job as a research
associate for Martin B. Main, Ph.D.,
helping develop curriculum for the
Florida Master Naturalist Program
before again venturing to
Gainesville. The fall of 2003 found
her entering a graduate program at
the University of Florida to conduct
research in the Florida Keys
focusing on the conservation of
tropical hardwood hammocks and
the avian species relying on them.
Annisa earned a Master of Science
degree from the Department of
Wildlife Ecology and Conservation in
2007.
Annisa served as a member of the
Conservation Collier Land
Acquisition Advisory Committee
from April 2009 to February 2012.
She currently serves on the Board of
the Naples Chapter of the Florida
Native Plant Society.

Professor mAnGrove’s Corner
Dear Professor Mangrove,
It is winter and there is hardly any rain. Are there any
flowers blooming this time of year?
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Ou r M is s ion S ta te m e nt

The Friends are dedicated to the
preservation, protection and
enhancement of the natural and
fragile beauty of the Preserve
and to create a legacy for future
generations.

Fin d u s a t F a ce b o o k
or V is it O ur W e b s i t e at :
friendsofmatanzaspasspreserve.org

Need to c on ta ct us ?
Call Dorothy Rodwell
at 851-7166

Yellow Necklace Pod

Camphor Daisy

I’m glad you asked that question because yes there are indeed
plants currently blooming. Saffron Plum, Sideroxylon
Celastrinum can easily be seen from the board walk. This multi stem woody shrub with small glossy green leaves and tiny
greenish-yellow blossoms produce a very pleasant fragrance
this time of year. But don’t lean forward to get a whiff of these
flowers for there are horns.
The Yellow Necklace Pod, Sophora Tomentosa, is also in full
bloom. This leggy woody shrub is found growing along the
boardwalk near the pavilion. The key to its identification are its
compound leaves consisting of six to ten pair of glossy green
elliptical leaflets opposite one another on the stem. There is a
single leaflet at the tip. Pea like yellowish blossoms cluster in
spikes growing from the stems.
We’ve also a new species in the Preserve. The Camphor Daisy,
Rayjacksonia Phyllocephala, has taken up residence on the
border of one of the Preserve’s Oak Hammocks. A member of the
aster family, it grows from a single woody stem to a height of
about six feet. Bearing the usual sun flower shape, yellowish
florets surround a disk of dark orange. Its leaves are about two
inches in length and have pairs of curved spikes along its
margins. The plant can be found along the school yard fence.

Work Days for Kids in the Preserve
Tom and Carolyn Crosby are now offering
work days for kids in the Preserve. The dates
still set for this season are January 18th and
February 22nd from 8-11:30 a.m. The Lee
County School District has been publicizing
this for us.
Students will be divided into teams to
participate in four activities: species eradication, invasive species
study, public awareness and scavenger hunt. Students receive
544 hours for attendance with the ability to earn up to eight
hours more, depending upon how their team places in activity
competitions.

2014 Membership Level Change
Since 1995 the Friend’s organization has
operated with two membership levels: $10 for a
one-year individual membership and $100 for a
life membership. This model works for a
startup organization. However, it severely
hampers a growing organization in raising the
funds needed to support current and
anticipated Preserve programs and activities.
This past fall, the board carefully considered
changing to a new and more appropriate
membership structure for our organization. In
November, the Board voted to discontinue the
current membership levels.
As of January 1, 2014, existing life members
are grandfathered in, always to remain life
members. Business and CSO organization
levels are discontinued.
The following new multilevel membership
options will also take effect in the new year:
Individual
Contributing
Supporting
Associate
Sustaining
Corporate sponsor
Patron

$20
$50
$100
$250
1
$500
1,2
$500
1,2
$1000
1,2,3

Associate, Sustaining, Corporate Sponsor and
Patron levels also receive benefits:
1. Parking pass for Lee County 18 park
facilities
2. Individual brief ing and guided tour by
the Preserve’s Land Steward
3. Commemorative brick with your name
on it to be placed in the Preserve

December Happenings
Mindfulness Winter Meditation
Join us and meditate on the
peace within yourself and
within the Preserve at our
seasonal meditations. Our
Winter Meditation will be held
on Friday, March 21 from 9
a.m. to 10:00 am.
Our topic this season will be
the eyes of newness. Take a
break from every day tasks
and join us.
See you at our Peace Pole!

University of Georgia Students
Again Working for the Preserve
We are fortunate to yet again have had 15 -18
University of Georgia Students - UGA Impact
(formerly alternative spring break) students working in Lee County under the guidance of
Lee County Parks and Recreation from
December 12 th -19 th . This was their third year to
visit us. They stayed on the beach at the
Baptist Church for the first time and worked in
the Preserve on December 14th and 17th.
Service is Love Made Visible!
Stephen Colbert (commencement speech)
During the December Break, five groups set
out to provide service to communities, each
receiving one of words in the above quotation.
Our group was the first to be sent out and
therefore had the word “Service” as their focus.
They did a wonderful job of making that
concept come alive!

2013 Wine Dinner — The best yet!

Many thanks
to this year’s sponsors!!!!

I t t a k e s an is l an d ! D an a n d Tr e e A n dr e o f t h e M an g o St r e et I nn hav e h os t e d o ur an n u al
win e d in n er - an in c r e d i bl e ev e ni ng o f gr e at w in e, f o o d an d c a ma r a d er i e - f or t hr e e y e ar s.
Wit hin t h at t i me, t h e n et w or k o f t h o s e d e di c at e d t o m a k in g t hi s i m p or t a nt f u n d -r ai si ng
ev e nt an e l eg ant af f a ir h a s c ont in u e d t o gr ow. W e w il l b e h ig hli ght in g s o me of t h o s e f o l ks
in t he n e xt M a ngr ov e i s s u e.
Thanks to everyone who supported this event!

Over $10,000 was collected!

Lilly is enjoying
her new Home
Drs. Melissa Smith and Ellen
Lake, Research Ecologists for
USDA-ARS Invasive Plant
Research Lab in Fort
Lauderdale, visited a few weeks
ago for their last inspection of
the season. They determined
Lily (Liliocersis cheni) is living
and reproducing in the
Preserve. Not only is Lily
thriving, she’s doing a good job
of eating air potato leaves. The
air potato plant will go dormant
in the winter months and it’s
believed Lily may go dormant as
well. It’ll be interesting to see if
that happens on our milder
climate island.
The first set of releases to the
Preserve included five mating
pairs of Liliocersis cheni, put in
a container for travel with air
potato leaves. By the time these
red beetles reached the
Preserve, a number of eggs were
on a leaf. Since the release,
more eggs have been sited and
the lacy skeletons of eaten air
potato leaves are seen in the
release area.
And, yes at this time we’re not
announcing the release location
to be sure the study will be
unbiased by any human
interference.

Welcome Back! Training Awaits!
Lee County Beach Parks & Preserves, including
Bowditch Point Regional Park, Matanzas Pass Preserve
and Bunche Beach Preserve, offer residents and visitors
the year-round opportunity to increase their awareness of
the importance of barrier islands and their unique
ecosystem of plants and animals native to the Southwest
Florida bio-region. Volunteer Interpretive Naturalists
provide observation guidance and interpretive answers to
visitor's questions.
Three Session Training Program:
Session A: Familiarizes volunteers with the physical
mechanics and layout of the three beach parks and
preserves, program goals and objectives and the various
opportunities for volunteering. Presented by Lee County
Parks and Recreation Staff at the Wa-Ke Hatchee
Recreation Center.
Session B: Provide volunteers with an introduction to the
importance of barrier islands and their unique ecosystem
of plants and animals native to Southwest Florida
through a hands-on exploration beach and back bay
walk. Presented by Terry Cain, Land Stewardship
Coordinator for Bunche Beach Preserve, Matanzas Pass
Preserve and Bowditch Point Regional Park. Meet at
Bowditch Point Regional Park to start and then car pool
to Matanzas Pass Preserve.
Session C: Explore the role of a "Model Volunteer" by
learning to respond to visitor questions and concerns, the
"tips & tricks" of interpretation and your responsibilities
as a Volunteer Interpretive Naturalist. Presented by John
Kiseda, Beach Volunteer Coordinator - Lee County Parks
& Recreation at the Wa-Ke Hatchee Recreation Center.
Training Dates: The three training sessions will be held
Saturday mornings between 9:00 am and noon at the
sites listed above for each session. Interested adults
must attend all three sessions to become an active
Volunteer Interpretive Naturalist at these beach parks
and preserves.
Session A: January 11, 2014
Session B: January 18, 2014
Session C: January 25, 2014

Contact John Kiseda (239) 229-0553,
kisedajb@leegov.com for more info & registration!

Pat Gano moves back to Michigan
Our dear, sweet, long term volunteer Pat Gano has moved
north to be with family. This will be an exciting time for
her, but she will be missed by The Friends of Matanzas
Pass Preserve. Pat kept us on track by being our phone
tree, work day sign in chief and cookie provider. Most days
Pat Gano and daughter Shelly we would have to tell Pat it was time to quit about thirty
minutes before time because we could not get her out of
at a work day three days bethe woods or get her to stop pulling vines, boy do you love
fore moving!
to pull vines. We all hope you find a nice garden or preserve to work in up north and we know some of the preserve trees will miss you keeping
them clear of vines. The Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve send Pat their very best
wishes for her new endeavors. We know she will not be sitting still and she will be getting and giving laughs

.
We love you Pat!

Home Sweet Home and Magic Spot
Gulf Elementary third graders (168 of them) came to Home Sweet Home and a short version of Magic Spots
in November. Bonita Springs attended with 52 students in December. The Beach Elementary will attend
whenever they wish.
Cast of the November Classes
Mayor: Dorothy Rodwell and Kathy Light
Vice Mayor: Lynn Ratliff, Jan Hlakdik, and
Kathy Light
Ranger Jim
Many thanks to all who set up the materials both in meetings and on the days of
the classes!

Training Begins!

Adopt a Tree
A gift for all occasions: Births & Birthdays,
Graduations, Anniversaries, Holidays,
Weddings, In Memory
For a $50 contribution, you
can adopt a tree, for a year, in
our 60-acre Preserve on behalf
of yourself or any other
designated recipient.
The contribution includes a
certificate of adoption (including
the name of the tree adopted as
well as a one-year membership in
the Friends of Matanzas Pass

Adopt a Tree application
Your Information — Date _______________
Name …………………………………………….
Address ………………………………………….
City, state, zip …………………………………
Phone …………………………………………….
E-mail ……………………………………………

Recipient’s Information
__ In memory of

__ In honor of

Preserve) and a one-year
subscription to The Mangrove,
the Friend’s quarterly newsletter. The balance of
the contribution will specifically be used by the
Friends for enhancement and restoration projects in
the Preserve.

Name ……………………………………………..

Trees available for adoption include Live Oak,
Gumbo Limbo, Slash Pine, and Buttonwood.

Address ………………………………………….

Occasion …………………………………………
Person to notify ……………………………….

City, state, zip ………………………………….
Fill out the application to the right
and send your $50 check to:
Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve
P. O. Box 6561
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931

Phone ……………………………………………..
E-mail ……………………………………………..
Check tree selected:
Live Oak ___ Gumbo Limbo ___
Slash Pine ___ Buttonwood ___

Gartner Technology
Downloads Environmental
Goodwill!
Gartner Technology is a company
analyzing trends for IT. Many thanks to
them for taking the time to support our
local environment with a really big
work day! On January 9th, after
releasing a new product in the morning,
200 workers will split into teams of 50
each to work in Matanzas Pass
Preserve, Bowditch, Punta Rassa, the
Sanibel Causeways and Bunche Beach.

Salad Anyone?

Here’s A Peek AT our winTer sCHedule
Tuesdays: Friends Board Meeting at Bay Oaks, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.: 1/14, 2/11, 3/11
Thursdays: Matanzas Mangrove Walk 9:30 – 11 a.m. :
1/02, 1/09, 1/16, 1/23, 1/30, 2/06, 2/13, 2/20, 2/27, 3/06, 3/13, 3/20, 3/27
4 th Wednesdays: Ethnobotany Walk: 9:30 – 11 a.m.: 1/29, 2/26, 3/26
Saturday: Workdays in the Preserve from 8-10 a.m.: 1/18, 2/01, 2/15, 3/01, 3/22
Important Note: Those who regularly attend work days will receive email before the date.
As Preserve work-days can change, please email Jim Rodwell
at jrodwell@embarqmail.com with any questions.

Meditation Destination
N e w of f erin gs to celeb rat e e ac h s eas o n w it h m edit ati on at o ur P eac e P ole!
F rid ay , M arc h 21 at 9 -10 a. m.

Special Dates & Events of interest
January 9: Gartner Technology Working in Preserve — 1-5 pm
January 14: General Meeting — Fort Myers Beach Library
January 25: Vegas Night Fund Raiser (Moose Lodge)
March 8: Shrimp Parade
April 5: Visions of the Past

Frie n ds of M at an za s P as s Pre se r ve

PO Box 6561
Fort Myers Beach, Florida 33931

