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The Mangrove
The Quarterly Newsletter of The Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve

Dana Kasler, Deputy Director of
Lee County Parks and Recreation

The Friend’s of Matanzas Pass Preserve attending the
General Meeting on February 12th had the opportunity
to meet Dana Kasler, the new Deputy Director of Lee
County Parks and Recreation. We look forward to
working with Mr. Kasler and readers of The Mangrove
can look forward to an interview with him in our next
issue.

our work is
never done!
There was moaning. Slight
groaning. Some whining. But in
the end a truckload of washed
shell was hauled and shoveled
into place by the brave men of the
Friends.
T h e M a ngr o ve is printed compliments
of Lee County Parks & Recreation

The Rattlebox
By Terri Cain,
Land Steward Lee County
Parks & Recreation

Some Goodbye’s
Lee County staff changes are
happening in our neck of the woods.
We say a heartfelt good bye to our
dedicated beach staff - Senior
Supervisor Vicki Little and
Supervisor Paul Yaccobelli. Both
have been devoted to the Friends
and to our Fort Myers Beach parks
and preserves. Our clean, safe and
open beaches as well as our fun and
informative programs would not
have happened without them. Their
hard work, time and humor made
working with them a pleasure.
Thank you Vicki Little &
Paul Yaccobelli!
You both will be missed!
Some Hello’s
New staff for the beach includes
West District Area Manager Tim
Eckert and Senior Supervisor Kathy
Loomis, both from Manatee Park.
Supervisor Lee Coffee comes to us
from Lakes Park.
I’ve worked with them all. They’re
great people who will each bring
their unique talents to the beach. If
you see them out and about say
hello and let them know you’re a Lee
County Parks and Recreation
volunteer.
Editor’s Note: As of this printing this news is
too new for official comment from the Friends
organization. But be assured! Our sincere
appreciation for all of Vicki and Paul’s excellent
work will be acknowledged and not forgotten!

Professor Mangrove’s Corner
Dear Prof essor Mangrove,
My friend and I were walking through the Preserve when we
discovered an attractive but strange looking plant. My f riend said
it was a Coral Bean. What is a Coral Bean?
Ou r Bo ar d
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The Coral Bean, Erythrina herbacea, is now blooming in the
Preserve’s hammocks. This plant
has irregularly shaped flowers
found in terminal spikes at the
tips of herbaceous stems. The
flower arrangement looks like a
pyramid with the oldest and
longest flowers, 1- 3 inches, at the
base of the spike and the newest
and smallest at the tip. Two to
three dozen flowers can often be
found on a single spike. Spikes are
four to ten inches in length. The
flower has five united sepals and
five united petals. The top petal
wraps around the other four giving the flower a tubular like
appearance. Inside the tube are ten united stamens. A hole at
the flower tip permits pollinators such as hummingbirds to enter
the tube.
A black seed pod holding red seeds replaces the spent flowers.
The seeds are quite toxic and have been crushed for use as rat
poison.
Folklore tells us a home remedy of Coral Bean tea will put an
end to sleepless nights yet it is wise to know severe reactions
have resulted from home remedies using Coral Bean seeds.

At Our Peace Pole
Mindfulness Meditation

Ou r M is s ion S ta te m e nt

The Friends are dedicated to the
preservation, protection and
enhancement of the natural and
fragile beauty of the Preserve
and to create a legacy for future
generations.

Fin d u s a t F a ce b o o k
or V is it O ur W e b s i t e at :
friendsofmatanzaspasspreserve.org

Need to c on ta ct us ?
Call Dorothy Rodwell
at 851-7166

Each season will now be celebrated in our Preserve with mindful
attention at our newly planted Peace Pole. Dorothy Rodwell will
lead an hour filled with moments of silence and coaching on how
to pay attention to the present moment without judgment or
criticism. This experience is for those wishing to learn about
meditation and those with an active practice. Join us and
meditate on the peace within yourself and within the Preserve.

Shrimp Festival Parade

Plant Sale - February 16, 2013

March 9, 2013

Dorothy Rodwell and Pat Gano
leading the way!

For the third year in a row the Friends have
made it a point to march in the annual Shrimp
Parade. Fourteen of our members participated
this year and, as usual, great fun was had.
The County again
provided a gator to
carry palm fronds and
our ever ready work day
tools. Paul Yacobelli, a
county senior
supervisor, drove the
gator and at his side
Jan Hladik
was his grandson who
was in charge of throwing candy to the kids
along the parade route.
The rest of the marchers carried more tools
and waved to the crowd who waved back.
And over 100 copies of past Mangrove
newsletters were passed out to parade viewers.

Dorothy Rodwell & Kevin Ellsworth

Our 6th annual plant sale was once again
held in conjunction with John Sibley of All
Native Nursery. We were able to earn about
$240 from the sale. Knowing that folks come
back year after year to learn more about native
plants is such a good outcome!

Doug Hovender and Councilman Dan Andre

Building Committee Works
on a Capital campaign
Meetings continue with discussions on
building details and community support
opportunities. Have you an idea? Would you
like a say? Contact Jim Rodwell at
jrodwell@embarqmail.com

Sid Tally and Roger Johnson

Visions of the Past
March 2, 2013
From Our New Guide Tree Andre:
“I had the good fortune to be one of
the guides leading participants
through the Preserve. It was an
awesome experience and I can’t
wait for next year’s event!”

Volunteers for Visions of the Past, 2013

Chef Andre
&
Tree
The Koreshans
Confederate Veteran

The Pioneers

The Calusas

The Homesteaders

The Pirates

The Spaniards

Another Plant Invades the Preserve
The Friends workday volunteers are being challenged by
another invasive exotic - The American Evergreen
(Syngonium podophyllum). This native of Central America
has been imported as an ornamental vine by the nursery
industry where it has been cultivated into other varieties.
It has escaped from cultivation and has been found in
several counties in the State
A juvenile plant has a dark green, three -lobed arrow
shaped leaf. With age, the leaf loses its arrow shape and
develops five to nine lobes. The stem is fleshy and quite
strong, enabling the plant to support a heavy weight.
The American Evergreen has a creeping habit along the
ground or a climbing habit in trees. It can become so
heavy it will topple small trees. A rapid grower that displaces surrounding vegetation on forest
floors or climbing trees, its root system makes it extremely difficult to remove.

Seeding station open for business
After much talk, thought and some hard work by volunteers,
the Matanzas Pass Preserve seeding station is open for business.
The station opened with the delivery of eight endangered Wild
Cotton plants grown at a volunteer’s house from seed taken from
the Preserve. Friends’ volunteer Pat Tardiff pulled weeds from the
pots and gave them all a deep drink of water.
Seeds from several Preserve species have been collected the
past several weeks and handed over to John Sibley’s All -Native
Nursery. Among the species collected were White Stopper,
Myrsine, Marlberry, Florida Mayten and Cat -Claw Blackbead. AllNative will germinate the seeds in grow houses to seedling stage.
The plants will then be returned to the Seeding Station where
they’ll be allowed to reach a height of two to three feet and be
re-potted as necessary. When mature, the plants will be returned
to their Preserve habitat with due pomp and circumstance.

Terry Cain ready to spray and
Pat Tardiff ready to garden.
Our cistern
has plenty
of rain water.

Guardian Emeritus Position Created by the
board of Matanzas Pass preserve

Getting to know
Laurie Nienhaus

The origins of the Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve lie deep
in our community and it’s time to establish a way to honor
those who have contributed so much for so many years. The
position of Guardian Emeritus was created by the Board to do
just this. The highlights of this position are as follows:

Although she may have
poured your wine at our
annual wine dinner, you
haven’t seen her at Preserve
workdays. You have rarely
seen her at the Friends’
meetings either. Yet, you
likely know her better than
you think! Laurie Nienhaus
edits The Mangrove. She’s
one of those odd ducks who
prefers playing with words
to...well, most things. She
tells us she finds great
satisfaction in arranging the
text and images sent to her
four times each year.
When not in Mangrove
mode and with her cat, Lucy,
and her mini Aussie, Lily
Bell, always within petting
distance, Laurie keeps up a
continual stream of words
via her blog - No Cobwebs
Here - her speaking programs
and her plays. She has also
just released her third book,
Steeped: The Wanderings &
Delights of a Tea Adventurer.
Laurie has lived on the
beach for 13 years with her
husband Kenny. She has two
grown children, Kenny and
Torie Montana. She’s soon to
be a grandmama.



Election to this position shall be a lifetime appointment
unless otherwise specified at the time of election or
thereafter by the Board.



Persons elected to this position shall be those whom the
Board determines have made enormous contributions to the
organization and the Preserve over an extensive period of
time which entitles such individual(s) the eternal respect
and gratitude of the organization and the community.



Persons holding such office shall not be current members of
the Board or hold other office(s) within the organization but
shall be invited to all Board and membership meetings.



The sole responsibility of persons holding this position shall
be to render to the directors, officers and members of the
organization such advice and counsel as they deem
appropriate and in the best interests of the Preserve .

Visions of the Future - April 13, 2013
Come celebrate recent additions to the Preserve such as the Peace
Pole, and our new boardwalk. And did we mention there would be
surprises? BIG surprises? Mark your calendar and don’t miss Visions of
the Future!

Our Boardwalk now has an ADA compliant Path

Before

During

After

Adopt a Tree
A gift for all occasions: Births & Birthdays,
Graduations, Anniversaries, Holidays,
Weddings, In Memory
For a $50 contribution, you
can adopt a tree, for a year, in
our 60-acre Preserve on behalf
of yourself or any other
designated recipient.
The contribution includes a
certificate of adoption (including
the name of the tree adopted), a
one-year membership in the
Friends of Matanzas Pass

Adopt a Tree application
Your Information — Date _______________
Name …………………………………………….
Address ………………………………………….
City, state, zip …………………………………
Phone …………………………………………….
E-mail ……………………………………………

Recipient’s Information
__ In memory of

__ In honor of

Preserve and a one-year
subscription to The Mangrove,
the Friend’s quarterly newsletter. The balance of
the contribution will specifically be used by the
Friends for enhancement and restoration projects in
the Preserve.

Name ……………………………………………..

Trees available for adoption include Live Oak,
Gumbo Limbo, Slash Pine, and Buttonwood.

Address ………………………………………….

Occasion …………………………………………
Person to notify ……………………………….

City, state, zip ………………………………….
Fill out the application to the right
and send your $50 check to:
Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve
P. O. Box 6561
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931

Phone ……………………………………………..
E-mail ……………………………………………..
Check tree selected:
Live Oak ___ Gumbo Limbo ___
Slash Pine ___ Buttonwood ___

Would You Like to Join Us?
To join, complete this membership application and return along with your annual dues to:
Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve, Inc.
P.O. Box 6561
Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33932
Name:______________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing address: ____________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________________________
E-mail: _________________________________________________________
Please call me as I’d like to learn more about volunteer opportunities! I would possibly be interested in:
___Education ___Preserve Workdays
___Special Events
___The Mangrove
___Fundraising
___ Friends Ambassador
___Adopt a Tree Program
Types of membership: Individual $10/year ____________
Life Membership $100____________
I’d like to donate an additional amount of:___________
Total amount enclosed: __________

Here’s a Peek at our fall sCHedule
Tuesdays: Friends Board Meeting at Bay Oaks, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.: April 9, May 14, June 11
Thursdays: Matanzas Mangrove Walk 9:30 – 11 a.m. April 4,11,18,25, Walks resume in Nov.
4 th Wednesdays: Ethnobotany Walk - 9:30 – 11 a.m.: April 24, Walks resume in Nov.
Saturday: Workdays in the Preserve – 8-10 a.m.— April 20, May 4,18, June 1,15,29
Important Note: As Preserve work-days can change, please call Pat Gano at 745-5970 or check
www.friendsofmatanzaspasspreserve.org to be sure a particular date has not been rescheduled.

Meditation Destination

N e w of f erin gs to celeb rat e e ac h s eas o n w it h m edit ati on at o ur P eac e P ole!
F rid ay at 9 -10 a .m.
Sum mer Pea ce P ol e Medi tati o n Ju ne 14, 2013
F al l Pe ace Po le Medit ati on Sep temb er 20, 2013
Wi nt er P eac e P ole M edit ati on Dec embe r 20, 2013

Special Dates & Events of interest
April 13—Vision of the Future
April 22—Earth Day
June 14—Summer Peace Pole Meditation

Frie n ds of M at an za s P as s Pre se r ve

PO Box 6561
Fort Myers Beach, Florida 33931

