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Matanzas Pass Preserve

Introducing Lee Coffee

Capital Project
Friends Meet with the Director of Parks and Recreation
A short while ago Dan Andre and Jim Rodwell met with Dave
Harner, Director of Lee County Parks and Recreation, in the
office of County Commissioner Larry Kiker. Commissioner
Kiker has been and continues to be a strong supporter of the
Friends of Matanzas Preserve. The Commissioner pointed out
that the Friends have been working on the building project for
some time and he wanted to see if the project could be
expedited. Following a friendly and fruitful conversation, Mr.
Harner indicated his
department would
provide all possible
assistance to the
Friends.
Inter-Local
Agreement Discussed
The Director proposed
the first step be the
drafting of an inter-local
agreement between the Friends and the County similar to the
one currently existing with the Friends of Six Mile Cypress
Slough. The draft agreement would first be reviewed and
approved by the Friends’ Board of Directors. Parks and
Recreation would then seek the approval of the agreement from
the Board of County Commissioners.
Next Steps
The director and a member of the County Planning
Department will visit with the Friends here on the Beach
sometime in the near future to go over the details of the
proposed project. Once this process begins, the Friends will be
in continuous contact with the County’ s building and
planning personnel.
T h e M a ngr o ve is printed compliments
of Lee County Parks & Recreation

Lee Coffee, Supervisor for Beaches
and Shorelines, was born in
California, raised in Oklahoma and
served on active military duty from
1983 to 1993. He’s been married for
27 years, has three sons and a
granddaughter.
He began his parks and recreation
career as a Recreational Programmer
in Louisville, Kentucky in 1996.
Later serving as the Recreational
Coordinator, taught outward bound
style recreational programming instructing visitors in rock climbing,
rappelling, spelunking, water
activities and team building
programs.
Mr. Coffee moved to Fort Myers in
2004 and started working in the
East District of Lee County Parks
and Recreation. For the past six
years he’s been at Lakes Park.
He finds the staff and volunteers to
be dedicated and passionate. He’s
especially excited as they’ve begun
teaching him about the beach; its
wildlife, native plants and the
always dreaded exotics.
Lee Coffee’s office is located at
Bowditch Point Beach. Stop by and
say hello!
Welcome Mr. Lee Coffee!!!

Professor Mangrove’s Corner
Professor Mangrove is on a well-deserved
sabbatical!
Ou r Bo ar d
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(We think he has his camera with him).
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The Ma ngro ve E d i to rs
Dorothy Rodwell
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Articles, pictures, and
questions for inclusion in The
Mangrove should be sent to our
P.O. Box 6561
Fort Myers Beach, FL
33931
or emailed to either:
drodwell@embarqmail.com or
editor@glily.com

Children and mangroves
Mangroves are so beautiful and they serve such an important
function in our Preserve, that I wondered how children see them.
Of course, we have our own Home Sweet Home and Magic Spots
but here are some children’s blogs from an elementary school in
Illinois.

The Mangrove Tree

The predators hide.
The predators hide in a tree that can last a tide.
It stands on stilts.
But it doesn’t tilt.
Lots of animals live in this tree.
It also gives shelter to animals I can see.
But some animals do not live in this tree.
It grows in salt water.

Ou r M is s ion S ta te m e nt

The Friends are dedicated to the
preservation, protection and
enhancement of the natural and
fragile beauty of the Preserve
and to create a legacy for future
generations.

That few other trees can.
But it can still not tilt
because his roots are his stilts.
Birds can make a nest.
Snakes can eat a pest.

Fin d u s a t F a ce b o o k
or V is it O ur W e b s i t e at :
friendsofmatanzaspasspreserve.org

This is the mangrove tree.
Joshua—2nd grade

Need to c on ta ct us ?
Call Dorothy Rodwell
at 851-7166

Retrieved from http://avoca37.org/16joshuao/2012/04/17/themangrove-tree/

4th Annual Wine Dinner
Our 4th annual wine dinner, to be held on
Saturday, November 9th is already sold out!
WHOOHOO and THANK YOU!!!
"Wine makes a symphony of a good meal."
Fernande Garvin, The Art of French Cooking

Block Party—No V 17th
It’s a party! The Town of Fort Myers Beach
and the Fort Myers Beach Elementary School
are hosting a Block Party to celebrate the 65th
anniversary of the school.
Be sure to watch the papers to see the exact
timing of activities such as the opening of a
time capsule from 1981 and the placing of a
new time capsule on the school property.
In addition to this event, a variety of activities
for the Community will be offered. Free tours
of Bay Oaks and Matanzas Pass Preserve will
coincide with free use of local community
facilities including the Public Library, Beach
School, Bay Oaks, a concert featuring Priscila
Navarro, pianist, at Chapel by the Sea, and free
swim at the Beach Pool.
Vendors will be part of the festivities and they
will include not for profit organizations, for
profit businesses, and food vendors. For the
kids there will be a bounce house, slip n’ slide,
and carnival style games.
Check out the local papers for details.
We need volunteers to help us be a vital
part of this Block Party! Pease call Dorothy
Rodwell at 239-851-7166 to sign up.

December Happenings
Mindfulness Winter Meditation
Join us and meditate on the
peace within yourself and
within the Preserve at our
seasonal meditations. Our
Winter Meditation will be held
on Friday, December 20
from 9 a.m. to 10:00 am.
Our topic this season will
be impermanence. Take a
break from the hustle and
bustle of the holiday time and
join us.
See you at our Peace Pole!

Haiku Happenings
Written by Basho

butterflies flit
that is all, amid the field
of sunlight

They’re CoMing BaCk!
We are fortunate to yet again have 15 -18
University of Georgia Students - UGA Impact
(former alternative spring break) students working in Lee County under the guidance of
Lee County Parks and Preserves from
December 12 th -19 th . This will be their third
year! They’ll be working in the Preserve in
the finger area.
Having a Positive Impact!
In a nutshell, this is what they do. They truly
are extraordinary young people so come on
out! Meet them and say thanks.
To learn more about this most interesting
program, visit http://cls.uga.edu/students/
programs/impact/index.html.

Vegas Night
All In!
On January 25, 2014 the Friends will be hosting their first ever Vegas Style Night
featuring a Texas Hold’em Tournament, Blackjack, Bar Bingo and more. Everyone will
have a chance to win exciting prizes, bid on Silent Auction items, and enjoy great food.
All this fun will take place at the beautiful new event hall at the Fort Myers Beach
Moose Lodge. Your $40 donation also includes door prize and drink tickets and 300
gaming chips.
We invite anyone interested to help the day of the event, seek prize donations, and/or
sponsors. For more information or pre-registration please contact Julie Schwab at 239
-822-2420 or julie.schwab@alumni.ucsd.edu or Vicki Little at 239-229-0649 or
VLittle@leegov.com.
Join us and Play for the Preserve!

Mulholland Award Congratulations Jim Rodwell
Congratulations to Jim Rodwell for winning this
year's Mayor John Mulholland Stewardship
Award. While there's little hoopla over this annual
award, it is an important one as it recognizes
those in our community striving to protect our
local environment and to raise awareness of our
community's natural resources. Nominations for
this award are submitted each year to the Marine
Resources Task Force and then submitted to our
Town Council for a vote.
Jim Rodwell says, "I'm both humbled and
grateful to receive this - and I believe I know the
identity of the rascal who submitted my name."
Winners have their names engraved upon the bronze leaves of the artful tree gracing
Council's chambers. If you'd like to submit a name for the 2014 Mullholland Stewardship
Award, you're invited to fill out the nominee form at:
http://www.fortmyersbeachfl.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/View/1420

Technology in the Preserve
DiD you know…BirD aPPs May Be ProBleMaTiC!
Today there are apps to help identify both plants and animals and much can be learned
by using them. But, is there a downside? Conservationists in the UK believe so. Tony
Whitehead, public affairs officer for the RSPB, Europe's largest conservation charity, told
the BBC: “Repeatedly playing a recording of birdsong or calls to encourage a bird to
respond in order to see it or photograph it can divert a territorial bird from other
important duties, such as feeding its young.”
It’s good for us to do some critical thinking as we continue to seek out technical assists
to learning in the Preserve. Have you heard about any new technologies we should be
aware of? If so, please let Dorothy Rodwell know at drodwell@embarqmail.com.
The quote in this article was retrieved f rom: http://www.mnn.com/green -tech/gadgetselectronics/stories/conservationists -are-peeping-mad-about-birdsong-apps

Welcome
Chuck Bodenhafer
You may not have met
Chuck Bodenhafer yet . He’s
only recently become a
permanent beach resident
and prefers to stay behind
the scenes. Yet, this friendly
mystery man knew he must
accept his nomination as the
newest board member for
The Friends of Matanzas'
Pass Preserve. Now retired
after selling his insurance
company to Wells Fargo, he
feared 365 days of his
presence might drive his
wife, Sharon, to distraction!
Chuck first toured our
Preserve three years ago and
was impressed with the
property and with the efforts
of those who have made it
their mission to preserve and
maintain it...and who are
brave enough to deal with
the dreaded exotics. He
considers himself a
conservationist rather than
an environmentalist and is
pleased to hold office for a
board in our more intimate
community where projects
and goals can be easier to
accomplish.
When asked what he like to
see happen during his term,
he mentioned continued
improvements and a larger
membership. His thoughts
on how best to expand
membership? Talk green.
Young people are relating to
that term more than...the
mature crowd.
Chuck and Sharon are also
life time members! Welcome
to the Friends of Matanzas'
Pass Preserve!

Welcome Back! Training Awaits
Thanks to each and every volunteer for helping to keep our
beach parks/preserves so inviting! Kick off this season with an
informative presentation about what has been going on in terms
of staffing, procedures, and programming. Positive changes
happen each year that continue to enrich the volunteer
experience.
COSTCO will be providing lunch this year. Please RSVP to
kisedajb@leefov.com or call John Kiseda at 239 -432-2163.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Welcome Back Volunteer Meeting
November 9, 11:30 am to 2:00 pm
Location to be determined

Volunteers needed!
- Membership campaigner with fund raising expertise to help
increase our growth and activity abilities.
- Creative reporter with good writing skills for The Mangrove.
- Land Stewards able to physically work with clippers or
shovels for two hours on Work Days in the Preserve.
-

Seeding Station Caretaker - gardening activities.

- Event helpers for our Wine Dinner, Visions of the Past and
the Shrimp Parade among others.
- Talk to guests about the Preserve and hand out brochures as
a Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve Outreach Ambassador.
- Presenter for our fully developed monthly Ethnobotany
Program during season.
- Presenters with a teaching background for our 3rd grade
Earth Education Children's Program held in October,
November, March and April.
- Support position for our Earth Education Children’s Program.
- Developers experienced in designing events for children .
Can you help with any of the above? We’d love to have
you join us! If you’re interested or would like more
information on any of the above positions.
please call Dorothy Rodwell at 239.851.7166.

Lily is enjoying her new Home

Our Lily!

Home Sweet Home and Magic Spot training
Our children’s program is
growing! Our newest members
include Lynn Ratliff, Kristen
Zimmerman, Jan Hladik, Carolyn
Crosby and Penny Jarrett.
In order to both welcome them
and demonstrate the program, a
run through of Home Sweet
Home occurred at the beginning
of August. With Dorothy Rodwell
as Mayor, Kathy Light as Vice
Mayor and Terry Cain and Laurie
Nienhaus assisting, our new
members were treated to both
the beauty of our Preserve and of
our third grade program. A
Left to Right: Terry Cain, Lee Coffee, Clayton Hansen, Dorothy Rodwell, Kathy Light,
special thanks to Lee County
Laurie Nienhaus, Lynn Ratliff, Jan Hladik, & Kristen Zimmerman
Park and Recreation directors
Kathy Loomis and Lee Coffee for attending our training. We’d be remiss if we didn’t also give a
shout out to Terry’s FGCU Intern, Clayton Hansen ,for fully participating with us.
Home Sweet Home continues to be well received but it could never happen without the
dedication and expertise of our members. Other valuable supporters include John Kiseda, Kathy
Loomis, Jim Rodwell, Linda Meeder and Pat Tardiff.

Adopt a Tree
A gift for all occasions: Births & Birthdays,
Graduations, Anniversaries, Holidays,
Weddings, In Memory
For a $50 contribution, you
can adopt a tree, for a year, in
our 60-acre Preserve on behalf
of yourself or any other
designated recipient.
The contribution includes a
certificate of adoption (including
the name of the tree adopted as
well as a one-year membership in
the Friends of Matanzas Pass

Adopt a Tree application
Your Information — Date _______________
Name …………………………………………….
Address ………………………………………….
City, state, zip …………………………………
Phone …………………………………………….
E-mail ……………………………………………

Recipient’s Information
__ In memory of

__ In honor of

Preserve) and a one-year
subscription to The Mangrove,
the Friend’s quarterly newsletter. The balance of
the contribution will specifically be used by the
Friends for enhancement and restoration projects in
the Preserve.

Name ……………………………………………..

Trees available for adoption include Live Oak,
Gumbo Limbo, Slash Pine, and Buttonwood.

Address ………………………………………….

Occasion …………………………………………
Person to notify ……………………………….

City, state, zip ………………………………….
Fill out the application to the right
and send your $50 check to:
Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve
P. O. Box 6561
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931

Phone ……………………………………………..
E-mail ……………………………………………..
Check tree selected:
Live Oak ___ Gumbo Limbo ___
Slash Pine ___ Buttonwood ___

Would You Like to Join Us?
To join, complete this membership application and return along with your annual dues to:
Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve, Inc.
P.O. Box 6561
Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33932
Name:______________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing address: ____________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________________________
E-mail: _________________________________________________________
Please call me as I’d like to learn more about volunteer opportunities! I would possibly be interested in:
___Education ___Preserve Workdays
___Special Events
___The Mangrove
___Fundraising
___ Friends Ambassador
___Adopt a Tree Program
Types of membership: Individual $10/year ____________
Life Membership $100____________
I’d like to donate an additional amount of:___________
Total amount enclosed: __________

here’s a Peek aT our winTer sCheDule
Tuesdays: Friends Board Meeting at Bay Oaks, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.: 10/8,11/12,12/10
Thursdays: Matanzas Mangrove Walk 9:30 – 11 a.m —
11/7,11/14,11/21,11/28,12/5,12/12,12/19,12/26
4 th Wednesdays: Ethnobotany Walk - 9:30 – 11 a.m.: 11/27 & 12/18 (special date)
Saturday: Workdays in the Preserve – 8-10 a.m.— 10/19,11/2,11/16,11/30,12/14,12/28
Important Note: As Preserve work-days can change, please call Pat Gano at 745-5970 or check
www.friendsofmatanzaspasspreserve.org to be sure a particular date has not been rescheduled.

Meditation Destination

N e w of f erin gs to celeb rat e e ac h s eas o n w it h m edit ati on at o ur P eac e P ole!
F rid ay at 9 -10 a .m.
Wi nt er P eac e P ole M edit ati on Dec embe r 20, 2013

Special Dates & Events of interest
November 2—Fort Myers Beach Community Foundation Charity Ball
November 9—Volunteer Training
November 9—Wine Dinner at Mango Street Inn
November 17—Block Party at the Preserve
December 20—Peace Pole Meditation at the Preserve

Frie n ds of M at an za s P as s Pre se r ve

PO Box 6561
Fort Myers Beach, Florida 33931

