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Several years have passed since the idea of the
Friends having a facility at the entrance to the
Preserve first surfaced. Now much needed
progress is being made.
There are hurdles to be overcome. The first is
acquiring land for at least four additional
parking spaces. Lee County is preparing a site
plan and a request for use of three or four
parking spaces lying on the Beach Elementary
bus loop from the Lee County School Board. The
request should be made sometime in October.
If the County is not successful, there is a
possibility that parking spaces could be acquired
from the Town.
The next hurdle will perhaps come in January
when the County presents a site plan and a
completed survey to the Town of Fort Myers
Beach along with a permit application. During
this period, the Friends will be meeting with
County staff to work out an inter-local
agreement establishing rules as to how the
facility will be used.
Progress is being made!

Second Annual

Casino Night
At the Moose Lodge

Now here’s a fun volunteer opportunity!
To get involved, email Andrew Payne at
apayne@leegov.com. There are various shifts
available beginning at 7:30 a.m. and lasting
until 12:30 p.m.

Surfers for Autism

Surfers are provided a safe and fun environment
where skilled surf instructors guide them into
waves. Our surfers and their families are treated
like rock stars, enjoying a day filled with stand
up paddle boarding, kayaking, live music, facepainting, games, fire engine tours and more. A
catered lunch is provided to participants, their
families and volunteers. Volunteers are needed for
guided walks and as sweeps (bringing up the rear).

Many thanks to Lee County
Parks and Recreation for their
ongoing support for this
newsletter.
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Mick Curtis was born and raised in
Upstate New York and developed his
love of the outdoors from Boy
Scouting. Mick spent many summers
working as a staff member at scout
camps and eventually became an
Eagle Scout.
He graduated high school as a
Regents Scholar and used this
scholarship to attend the State
University of New York. After
obtaining BS degree in biology, he
attended Duke University on
scholarship, and was given a teaching assistantship. After
two years of graduate courses in botanical ecology, his PhD
program was cut short by the Vietnam war.
Mick taught high school biology for 20 years after which he
established a real estate office in Bel Air, Maryland.
He has hiked much of the Appalachian trail, the Pacific
Crest trail, and Estes Park in the Rocky Mountains. He and
his wife, Colleen, now make Fort Myers Beach.
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The Mangrove Editors
Dorothy Rodwell & Laurie Nienhaus

Find us at FACEBOOK or
Friendsofmatanzaspasspreserve.org
Webmaster - Pat McKeown

Need to contact us?
Contact Dorothy Rodwell 851-7166

Taking the Moon for a Walk is
a new program undergoing dress
rehearsals since last July and
ready for debut in November.
Written specifically for the
Friends of Matanzas Pass
Preserve by Lee County’s
Education Director John Kiseda,
it was John’s last project before
retiring after 24 years with the
County.
This is not a nature walk. Rather, it’s a program designed
to introduce the wonders of the Preserve by the light of the
moon.
Conducted once each month on the full moon, the walk will
begin at twilight’s start when the soft folds of darkness
descends.
The walk will be limited to eight adults who are fully
engaged from start to finish. With the diminishing light you
rely on your their other senses; smelling, touching, hearing
and finally, night vision. It’s a fascinating experience.
Taking the Moon for a Walk is being undertaken by Jim and
Dorothy Rodwell, Gini Smith, and our land steward, Terry
Cain. If you wish to be part of this program, contact Jim
Rodewell.

When a person has been at their job for 24 years, you’d expect
accomplishments. But we think it’s safe to say that John Kiseda,
when he retires in September, will be leaving behind a true
legacy.
When John first began with Lee County Parks and Recreation, he
quickly realized the most efficient way to educate the public about
the environmental concerns of SW Florida’s ecosystem was to
teach staff and volunteers. These folks would then return to their
facilities and neighborhoods and go on to teach others.
Helping create an on-going recycling program at our park
facilities was not enough for John. He saw the need to address the
larger issue of sustainability long before it was the buzz word it is
now. He was among the first to question our use of native plants
in landscaping and using less natural resources overall, or “Learning to Live Lighter on the Earth.”
He has been instrumental in creating sustainability programs such as the Mangrove Gathering Eco
Café for the public and the collection and recycling of “techno trash” within the Parks & Recreation
Department. Techno trash includes unwanted computer printers, ink cartridges, cell phones, CD’s,
and rechargeable batteries.
John helped create the first Calusa Blueway Paddling Festival, now nine years old. He helped
establish interpretive trail programs and the volunteer program at the Six Mile Cypress Slough
Preserve. He was the first manager of Manatee Park, establishing the gift shop, educational
programs and coordinating the park's various native gardens.
He is also a founder and past volunteer Executive Director of the Florida Society for Ethical EcoTourism, which maintains a certification program for eco-tour operators across the State.
Here on our beach, John has been indispensable in helping us develop our Earth Ed program and
re-establishing the Beach Park Volunteer Program.
We wish John Kiseda the best in the next journey of his life but we hope he knows this: He will be
forever remembered by the Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve.

Tom Babcock & the Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management
Submitted by Tom Babcock

Negotiations over the permit issuance for the Florida Gulf Coast University
led to a Settlement Agreement calling for the creation of the "Arnold
Committee" and an assessment of overall land uses and natural systems,
environmental protection and mitigation tools in the Estero Bay watershed.
Upon completion of the Assessment and its adoption by the Arnold
Committee in October of 1996, the Southwest Florida Regional Planning
Council (SWFRPC) established and began providing support to the Estero
Bay Agency on Bay Management (EBABM).
The EBABM is a non-regulatory advisory committee to the SWFRPC. Its
directive is to make comments and recommendations regarding the
management of Estero Bay and its watershed. The EBABM collects and
maintains data and it reviews and comments to regulatory agencies on
issues affecting the watershed.
Tom Babcock was a representative of the SWFRPC, and vice chair of the
EBABM, during his tenure on the Fort Myers Beach Town Council. For more
information, including the organization’s membership, visit: http://www.swfrpc.org/abm.html.
Editor's Note: Our Board has appointed Tom Babcock as their representative at meetings of the
Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management.

Home Sweet Home is a highly participatory
and stimulating ecological concept building
learning experience. The focus is upon
developing a deeper understanding of one
ecological concept utilizing a problem-solving
story line, peer-to-peer interactions and ongoing
roles for the participants. But they can’t just live
in any community; they can only live where they
can find all the things they need to survive.
After the Home Tour, participants “settle into”
their appropriate communities, only to find a
letter addressed to them in the community
mailbox. The personalized letter explains more
about the plant or animal role they have been
playing. A twist occurs when one of the
communities changes and those participants
need to use their newly acquired knowledge to
try to move into another community. They must
“plead their case” in community court in front of
their peers from the other communities.
Magic Spots is a solitude enhancing
experience that encourages students to search
independently for plants, animals and other
surprises while reflecting about the experience in
a journal.
Note: Home Sweet Home and Magic Spots are
being offered for the fourth year in a row.

Connection Inspection is also a highly
participatory and stimulating ecological
concept building learning experience.
Participants are welcomed to the Connector
Inspector’s Training Course where they learn
that nothing can exist by itself: everything is
connected in the web of life. They then take
on roles of plants and animals and, using color
cords, create a web of life by showing where
they get their basic needs: air, water, soil
nutrients and sunlight energy.
A large web of life is created when all
participants “make their connections” and are
physically lined to one another and to posts
representing the sun, a pond, a rain cloud and
the ground. Once the web is complete,
participants are shown what happens when
just one wrong decision is made and the web
of life starts to unravel. Each person is
encouraged to be a Connector Inspector to
prevent such situations
Ed’s Diary is a ramble that discovers plants
and animals and the connections between
them. The web of life comes alive for the new
Connector Inspectors.
Ed is a friend of Matanzas Pass Preserve
(Earth Ed) who has been visiting for years and
we have recently found his diary which we will
be using for this ramble. There is also a crude
map each person will use to discover some of
the same connections he saw.
We will use both boardwalk and primitive
trails. The primitive trail can be muddy
Note: Connection Inspection and Ed’s Diary
are offered for the first time this year.

On May 28, 2014 Annisa Karim and Terry Cain presented the Matanzas Pass Preserve Exotic Plant Project to
the Southwest Florida Invasive Exotic Plant Working Group. The Preserve ranked 60 points out of a possible
77 and was awarded the request of $24,000.00 to sweep the preserve of all category I and II Florida Exotic
Pest Plants species. Primary targets will be rosary pea, syngonium, portia and balsam pear.
The pre bid walk-through was held on Tuesday, September 2nd with the five contractors who will compete for
the job. During the walk-through Japanese honeysuckle, guinea grass, wedelia, sansevieria, Brazilian pepper,
Australian pine, carrot wood, kalanchoe and golden pathos were added to the list.
It is exciting to think that 13 of our 26 exotics will be treated in the very near future. Exotic plant control is
like remodeling a house, the preserve will look pretty beat up for a while after the treatment. But the finish
product will be wonderful for the native plants and animals. As there will be more sun light and space.
Different methods will be used on specific exotic plants. Some can be dug out of the ground and bagged for
removal while others will be treated with herbicides for the specific plant. Some herbicides can be sprayed on
leaves to prevent photosynthesis, hence rendering the plant unable to make food. Other treatments consist of
spraying a ring around the bark with herbicide that will be absorbed and prevent the movement of fluid up
and down inside the tree, again, interrupting the food and energy process needed to live and reproduce.
Contractors are only permitted to use herbicides reviewed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Because many herbicides are used in natural areas, wildlife risk assessments are conducted as part of the
herbicide registration process. It is important that herbicides are not toxic to wildlife. The law states that
contractors and their staff must review and comply with all conditions on an herbicide label.
Native species as well as special conditions in the preserve, such as the wet and tidal influenced areas, will
be taken into consideration.
Please bear with us as we go through this project and know that you can always call me with any questions.
Terry Cain, Conservation Lands Coordinator, Lee County Parks and Recreation
239-707-3015

We have had a re-release of Lilioceris cheni, the air potato beetle in Matanzas Pass Preserve
thanks to Dr. Min Rayamajhi, research plant pathologist at USDA-ARS in Fort Lauderdale. The
Preserve received 200 adults and 922 larvae. After one week we had some very nice before and
after photos. We hope to see a continuation of adults and larvae into the winter.
Lily

Larvae

After

A short mindfulness meditation
focusing on living mindfully and
officially welcoming the fall and winter
season at the Preserve will be held
next to the Peace Pole on October 3
and December 19. Join us!

Employees of the Gartner Group helps Terry
Cain plant the Legacy Oaks into the Preserve.
It’s nice to know the genetic code of the Fort
Myers Courthouse oak is still alive.

Professor Mangrove has been
seen around the Preserve and
he seems to be working on a
few new projects - something
about a new camera? Have you
caught a glimpse of him yet?

● The dating of our island is still under
discussion and the details have been
submitted to the Town of Fort Myers Beach.
We will let you know what happens.
● Lee Country Parks and Recreation will be
hosting a Volunteer Appreciation event so stay
tuned for details about that.
● Want to join us? Contact Jim Rodwell for
membership information at 239-565-7437.
● We need volunteers to support our children’s
programs. Call Dorothy Rodwell at 239-8517166 for information.
● Our Adopt a Tree Program is still available.
Call Jim Rodwell for information at 239-5657437.

by Betty Davis Simpson

We have a new Director on the Board of the
Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve! She is Gini
Smith, to me a very special young lady. Could
that be because she is my niece?
Although Gini is new as a Director, she
certainly is not new to the Preserve. She has
been attending our meetings for many years
along with her Mother, Roxie Smith, an
inspiration and positive influence in all
matters regarding our Preserve.
I asked Gini how she felt about becoming
involved as a Director. She is excited and eager
to be an active participant. To prove the point,
Gini was a diligent worker during our first Las
Vegas Casino Night fundraiser and she played
the role of a Calusa Indian in last year's
"Visions of the Past".
One of her goals as a new Director is to help
educate people as to how delicate and special
our environment is. This is of special
importance to us as Estero Bay was the first
designated aquatic preserve in Florida and is
located at our back door!
Gini has always been passionate about
protecting nature and preserving the ecology.
We welcome Gini and look forward to her
contributions to the Matanzas Pass Preserve.

To join, check the type of membership, fill out
the form below and send, along with your
annual dues to:
Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve, Inc.
P. O. Box 6561
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931

Name(s): ______________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: __________________________________
State: ________

Zip: ___________________

PH: ___________________________________
I prefer getting notices by:
___ Email

___Mail

___Phone

Please check one:
___ Individual $20
___ Contributing $ 50
___ Supporting $ 100
___ Associate $ 250
___ Sustaining $500

Credit card processing was first added to our
website to support last year’s Casino Night Fund
Raiser. Although this worked well, it was
removed after the event.
Our web master, Pat McKeown has suggested
that as we now have levels of membership, an
Adopt a Tree Program and another Casino Night
around the corner we truly need a shopping cart
on our site.
To that end, he is now busy setting it all up.
Our PayPal should be fully operational before
October’s end!

Enclosed: $______

Note
All memberships receive a copy of our
newsletter, The Mangrove.
Membership also includes a parking pass
for Lee County’s Park 18 facilities.

Board Meetings at Bay Oaks
4:30 - 6:30 PM: 10/14, 11/11, 12/09

Work Days in the Preserve
8:00 - 10:00 AM 10/4, 10/18
11/1, 11/15, 11/29
12/13, 12/27
Important Note
Those who regularly attend work days
will receive an email before the date.
As Preserve work days can change,
please email Jim Rodwell with any
questions at:
jrodwell@embarqmail.com

Mangrove Walks: 11/13, 11/20
12/4, 12/11, 12/18
Ethnobotany Walks: 11/5, 11/12,11/19,11/26
12/3,12/10, 12/17
Moon Walks: Wed. Oct 8, Thurs. Nov 6,
Sat. Dec 6
Guided Walk: Manatee Park Volunteers, Sat. 11/ 22

New meditation offerings at our Peace Pole

Help clear your favorite preserve of monofilament
and marine debris along the mangrove coast line.
For More information call Terry Cain at 239-7073015

PO Box 6561
Fort Myers Beach, Florida 33931

